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“My Neighbor and I’ 


' Subscription Campaign 


TWO SUBSCRIPTIONS, TEN MONTHS EACH, ONLY $1.00 


“Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself” is the command of the 
Word of God (Matt. 19:19). So 
here is your chance to do a favor 
for yourself and some neighbor or 
loved one or friend. Here is our 
special offer. Two subscriptions, 
ten months each, only $1.00. Thus 
you get twenty months for $1.00 


else. This offer is good for new or 
renewal subscriptions for a limited 
time only. Even if your subscrip- 
tion has not expired, you had bet- 
ter renew at once and we will add 
ten months to your expiration date 
besides sending it to any other 
friend you choose for ten months. 
Act now! Send $1.00 with two 
names and addresses (one of them 
may be your own if you like) and 
each will receive The Sword of the 
Lord ten full months, nearly one 
year. We must have many new 
subscriptions, Subscribers will get 
a series of articles by C. B. Hed- 
strom, Chicago, on “How To Live 
Without Worry”; revival messages 
by the fervent Jew evangelist, Hy- 
man Appelman from Seminary 
Hill, Texas; and other strong mes- 
sages. by. Rev. Sam. Morris of Del 
Rio, Texas; Rev. T. Myron Webb, 
Enid, Oklahoma; and others. There 
will be stirring articles on proph- 
ecy in the light of world events, 
articles on temperance, soul win- 
ning, revivals and other vital 
themes. Editor John R. Rice will 
continue answering Bible questions, 
will answer youth’s problems about 
amusements, dress, dance, movies, 
cosmetics, and moral questions and 
will give frequently, burning soul 


winning sermons. A real treat is in 
store for readers of The Sword of 
the Lord the next ten months. 


This morning’s mail is a sample 
of the wonderful blessings of God 
upon this paper. From Norton, 
Virginia, a godly woman writes: 


“Dear Brother Rice: 

“You cannot realize how 
thankful I am for the sample 
of your sermons and I feel 
that God directed them to me 
in answer to my prayers. I 
couldn’t get my husband to 
read them so I begged him to 
listen to me read them, and he 
came to Jesus on his knees 
Tuesday night!” 

The rest of her letter is full of 
praise, and she sends her subscrip- 
tion. And with it, signed by her 
husband, is the decision slip from 
the editor’s sermon, Appointed To 
Die; published three weeks ago. 

We doubt if any religious publi- 
cation in America is resulting in 
so many conversions as The Sword 
of the Lord. I have heard from 
many of these converts and doubt- 
less many more trusted Christ who 
never wrote to say so. 

We hope to enlarge the paper. 
We will carry articles and sermons 
of wider interest to fundamental- 
ly sound Christians everywhere 
and hold up Christ and His Word. 

Remember that The Sword of 
the Lord will continue to stand 
firm for the verbal inspiration of 
the Bible, the deity of Christ, His 
blood atonement, for salvation 
through grace, a literal Hell and 
Heaven and the premillennial re- 
turn of Christ and will be red hot 
for evangelism and the separated 
life. 

Love your neighbor as yourself! 
As you send in your subscription, 
subscribe for some loved one, too, 
at this great saving. Your help 
now will mean souls saved, Chris- 
tians blessed, preachers and Chris- 
tian workers inspired. 

Use the subscription coupon 
printed elsewhere in this paper if 
you wish, or write us today, with 
two names and addresses and 
$1.00. Each will get The Sword of 
the Lord for ten months of bless- 


ing. 


Lord Blessing Bro. 


We were happy to have Brother 
Sam Morris as visitor in the office 
of The Sword of the Lord today 
(Wednesday). He was on his way 
back home from Winona Lake, In- 
diana. He has traveled 24,000 miles 
this summer in twenty-two states, 
conducting revival meetings, speak- 
ing in Bible Conferences, and cam- 
paigning for temperance. He con- 
cluded his summer activities at 
Winona Lake Bible Conference, the 
biggest Bible Conference in the 
world, where he spoke each day by 
remote control over the Moody Bi- 
ble Institute radio station, WMBI, 
and on the conference program, 
giving the principal address of the 
conference on Sunday afternoon to 
the biggest audience that has been 
gathered in Winona in a number 
of years in the big Billy Sunday 
Tabernacle. His subject was “Wine, 
Women and Song.” He is hurrying 
on to Del Rio, Texas, to prepare 
for his winter radio season which 
will be given over the world’s most 
powerful broadcasting station be- 
ginning October ist. Specific peri- 
ods of broadcast will be announced 
through this paper a little later. 


Concerning his revival meeting 
in Princeton, Indiana, Rev. Ford 
Porter, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, wrote the editor the fol- 
lowing: 

“We had a blessed time with 

Sam again this summer. The 


Sam Morris’ Work 


last night I am sure there were 
at least 5,000 people under and 
around the tent. The boys who 
were looking after the parking 
said there were more than 
1,000 cars, by actual count, be- 
sides those parked in the 
streets, and on some streets 
for several blocks. Some said 
we had at least 6,000. It was 
the greatest Christian demon- 
stration we have had in this 
city for many years if not ev- 
er. There were a great many 
who came confessing Christ as 
their Saviour. 

“Unfortunately I had to be 
layed up with an infected foot 
practically all the last week of 
the meeting. 

“It was Sam’s sixth appear- 
ance here, so you can see he 
has not run out in this place. 
We are looking forward to his 
return. He is preaching with 
more power than ever. If the 
Lord tarries, Sam is destined 
to be one of the greatest 
preachers of his generation, 
and will take his place with 
Moody, Torrey, Spurgeon, 
Sunday and the rest. I was 
talking to him Sunday night. 
He is working hard to pack the 
Sunday Tabernacle at Winona 

afternoon. 


Lake next Sunday 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


The Absolute Essentials of a 
Successful Christian Life 


BY JOHN R. RICE 


(Sermon preached Sunday morn- 
ing, August 27, 1939, Dallas Texas. 
Stenographically reported.) 


I come this morning to speak 
to you on what I think is a very 
important subject: The Absolute 
Essentials of a Successful Chris- 
tian Life. Christians should suc- 
ceed. There are a number of 
Scriptures which indicate that a 
Christian should be full of joy, vic- 
torious, and that everything he 
puts his hand to ought to be suc- 
cessful. Paul said in Philippians 
4:13: 

“I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth 
me.”’ 

That means success for a Chris- 
tian. Here is another good scrip- 
ture in the First Psalm, verses 
one to three: 


“Blessed is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of 
the ungodly, nor standeth in 
the way of sinners, nor sitteth 
in the seat of the scornful. 

“But his delight is in the law 
of the Lord; and in his law 
doth he meditate day and 
night. 

“And he shall be like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water, 
that bringeth forth his fruit in 
his season; his leaf also shall 
not wither: and whatsoever he 
doeth shall prosper.” 


That is one of the strangest, most 
all-inclusive sentences in the Bible, 
that a man who follows certain 
requirements — everything he does 
will prosper; that he can certainly 
expect full prosperity. 

Here is another one. 
16:24, Jesus said: 

“Hitherto have ye asked 
nothing in my name: ask, and 
ye shall receive, that your joy 
may be full.” 

God wants a Christian to be full 
of joy because he gets what he 
wants, because he gets all he asks 
for, and because he gets his 
prayers answered. 

The same thing is told in John 
15:7: 

“If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall 
ask what ye will, and it shall 
be done unto you.” 

A Christian can have what he 
wants when he is in the will of 
God, the Word of God abiding in 
him, and he abiding in Christ. 

Again, in Psalm 37:4, the scrip- 
ture says: 

“Delight thyself also in 
the. Lord; and he shall give 
thee the desires of thine 
heart.” 

A Christian can prosper. He can 
have what he goes after, his work 
can be blessed, his prayers can be 
answered, and his heart can be 
happy. His family can be cared 
for, his business may turn out suc- 
cessful. That is the plain prom- 
ise of the Word of God. 

Here is another promise for suc- 
cess. In the first chapter of 
Joshua the angel of God appeared 
to Joshua and said, ““You come on 
and enter into the land of Canaan, 
and as I was with Moses, so I will 
be with thee.” And then he said: 

“Only be thou strong and 
very courageous, that thou 
mayest observe to do accord- 
ing to all the law which Mo- 
ses my servant commanded 
thee: turn not from it to the 
right hand or to the left hand, 
that thou mayest prosper 
withersoever thou goest. This 
book of the law shall not de- 


In John 


part out of thy mouth; but 
thou shalt meditate therein 
day and night, that thou may- 
est observe to do according to 
all that is written therein: for 
then thou shalt make thy way 
prosperous, and then thou 
Shalt have good _ success’ 
(Joshua 1:7, 8). 


I know human prosperity does 
not necessarily indicate spiritual 
prosperity. But Christian prosperi- 
ty certainly involves material 
things as well as spiritual things. 
I want to lay on your hearts some 
things about this that are absolute 
essentials to success in Christian 
living. 

Introduction: What Is Successful 

Christian Living? 

I think I had better define Chris- 
tian success. What do I mean when 
I say I want to be_a successful 
Christian? First of all, I mean 
happiness. A Christian ought to 
be happy. A long faced Christian, 
one who isn’t happy in the Lord, 
one who has no joy, is a mighty 
poor signboard for Christ. If you 
can’t be happy, surely you can’t 
recommend Christ. A Christian 
ought to be happy. 

You remember the scripture in 
Acts 8 says that down in Samaria 
where Philip went and preached 
the gospel, “There was great joy 
in that city.” And you find at 
Pentecost, after the power of God 
came upon the Christians and 
many were saved, that they “did 
eat their meat with gladness and 
singleness of heart, praising God, 
and having favour with all the peo- 
ple.” A Christian ought to be hap- 
py and Jesus said that is one rea- 
son to pray. He said, “Ask, and 
ye shall receive, that your joy may 
be full.” There are many such 
promises throughout the Bible. 


“Rejoice in the Lord alway: 
and again I say, Rejoice” 
(Phil, 4:4). 

Again the Scripture says: 

“Be careful for nothing; but 
in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made 
know unto God, 

“And the peace of God, 
which passeth all understand- 
ing, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 4:6, 7). 

A Christian ought to be happy. 
You are not a successful Chris- 
tian if you are bowed down with 
sorrows and burdens and care. 

Another thing, I think the test 
of a Christian’s prosperity is: Do 
you get your prayers answered? 
I mean to be a happy and success- 
ful Christian would involve neces- 
sarily that you get what you need. 
I don’t mean what you sometimes 
think you need, but what you real- 
ly need you can get. Prayer is 
more than just asking. Prayer is 
more than just adoration. Prayer 
is not only talking to God, but 
real prayer is getting things from 
God. Prayer is going to God and 
getting what you need. You are 
not a successful Christian if day by 
day you need things and cannot 
get them. 

Suppose there is a depression on 
and here I am a child of God. Next 
door to me lives a child of the devil. 
He is out of work, and I am out 
of work. He doesn’t know what to 
do. He is under the circumstances 
and bowed down by the depres- 
sion and sorrow, and he can’t get 
a job. And I am a Christian, and 
I live next door, and I tell him that 
God answers prayer, but He 


doesn’t answer mine for a job. I 
can’t get work, and I can’t pay 
my bills. I am defeated and down- 
cast just like my unsaved neigh- 
bor. If so, I certainly am not a 
successful Christian. If a Christian 
can’t get his prayers answered, 
that Christian is not a prosperous 
Christian. I do not mean that 
Christians are sure to have every- 
thing they want, but I say, What 
Christians really need they have a 
right to get, and if you are right 
with God and learn the secret of 
prosperity, you can. I say, Chris- 
tians surely ought to learn how to 
be prosperous and get their prayers 
answered. 


Here is another necessary mark 
of a successful Christian life. If 
you are going to be a prosperous 
Christian, you must be a soul win- 
ning Christian. Do you believe that 
a real Christian — one who is suc- 
cessful, his Christianity makes his 
heart happy all the day and gives 
him victory over his problems and 
supplies all his needs —_do you 
believe that yet he cannot con- 
vince a single soul that there is 
something to it? What I am say- 
ing is, Mr. Patton, if you are the 
right kind of a Christian and it 
works for you, if your Christianity 
iS Successful, somebody else will 
catch it. Your brother that lives 
next door will say, ‘I wish I had 
what Tom Patton has.” You will 
be able to win somebody else to 
trust in Jesus Christ and to have 
the same joy and same victories 
over sin and the same blessings 
you have. A _ really successful 
Christian would have to be a-soul 
winner. If you are not, you are 
not doing what Jesus said. Jesus 
said, ‘Follow me, and I will make 
you fishers of men” (Matt. 4:19); 
and He said, ‘Let hjm that hear- 
eth say, Come” (Rev. 22:17). The 
Scripture says about New Testa- 
ment Christians, “Therefore they 
that were scattered abroad went 
everywhere preaching the word” 
(Acts 8:4). And saved people in 
the Bible who were happy, real 
Christians, were soul winning 
Christians. I say now, No matter 
how much you pray, or how much 
you go to church or how much you 
get your prayers answered, if you 
are not a soul winner, you are a 
failure. You are not doing the 
main thing that God wants a 
Christian to do. Jesus said, “Fol- 
low me, and I will make you fish- 
ers of men.’ If you walk after 
Christ you will be a soul winner. 
You are not successful, you are 
not really following Christ, if you 
do not win souls. Your Christianity 
is a failure if you do not win some- 
body to Christ. You say, “I pay 
the preacher to win souls.” Yes, 
I know, but you are still not a 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Editor Home For 
All Services Sunday 


Editor John R. Rice will be home 
for all services Sunday and will 
speak as follows: 


Radio WRR, 7:30 a.m. 


Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. Classes 
for all ages. Hear John R. Rice 
teach large adult class. 


10:45 a.m., Sermon by Pastor at 
Sunset and Tyler Streets. 


7:45 p.m., Evangelistic Message in 
open air at 201 East Tenth St. 
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Essentials of a Successful Christian Life 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


successful Christian unless you are 
a soul winner. 

I want you to see that there is 
a real standard, a high standard 
of daily blessedness and spiritual 
prosperity that every Christian can 
obtain. I will show you from the 
word of God how you may have 


it. 

Fourth: A Christian who is a 
spiritual Christian can do some 
good work for God and that work 
will be blessed and will continue 
and grow and prosper. A Christian 
who is a prosperous Christian will 
have a job for God and will do that 
job and be blessed in it. “Whatso- 
ever he doeth shall prosper.” The 
Lord plainly promises it. Look at 
First Corinthians the twelfth chap- 
ter where the Scripture says: 

“There are diversities of 
gifts, but the same Spirit... 

“For to one is given by the 

Spirit the word of wisdom; 

to another the word of knowl- 

edge by the same Spirit,” etc. 

(I Cor. 12:4, 8, 9). 

And then. in First Corinthians 
12:7 the Scripture says: 

“But the manifestation of 
the Spirit is given to every 
man to profit withal.”’ 


God wants every Christian not 
only to have the Spirit inside but 
some working of the Spirit. God 
has a work for everyone to do, I 
mean something else besides soul 
it may be teaching a 
Sunday school class or being head 
of a department or running a mis- 
sion. Maybe it is leading a choir, 
maybe it is being pastor of a 
church, but God has some work 
in which the Spirit of God can 
show Himself and bless and pros- 
per every Christian. New. Testa- 
ment Christianity does not antici- 
pate seat warming Christians. 
These people whose Christianity 
consists of “Go to church and sing 
when the others sing, rise when 
they rise and sit down when they 
sit down, put a quarter in the col- 
lection plate’ — that kind of 
Christianity is not prosperous nor 
successful Christianity. That kind 
of deadbeat riding instead of pull- 
ing, that kind of being a load in- 
stead of a team, that is not pros- 
perous Christianity. 


There is something for you to 
do. It may not be leadership, some 
official position. I mean, God does 
not necessarily want everybody on 
the ship to be the captain. But He 
wants everybody to be a full- 
fledged seaman. There is some 
work for you to do for Christ. I 
would make up my mind: ‘God 
helping me, I will start out to find 
my job for Christ.” You are not a 
successful Christian if you do not 
have something to do for Christ. 
I would say, “This is my job, and 
I will learn to do it.” 


Years ago my Uncle George N. 
Rice of Gainesville, Texas, who 
has gone to Heaven now, said to 
his pastor, “I wish there was some- 
thing I could do. I am so useless. 
I don’t know what I can do.” 


“There is one thing you can do,”’ 
the preacher said. 

“What is it?” 

“You know, I like to shake your 
ay I know how you love peo- 
Pp Wig 

It was amazing how everybody 
loved Uncle George. When my 
father’s first wife died, he left two 
children with his brother, my 
Uncle George, and he reared Jim- 
mie, my older sister. All the 
youngsters in the whole town piled 
into his big house. Half the town 
pretty soon called him “Uncle 
George.” I went to see him before 
his death, and there came in a 
middle-aged woman, past fifty. 
When she came in she stooped 
over his bed and kissed him, and 
said, “‘How are you, Uncle?” She 
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pum a bit kin to him. She was 
a former member of a fine big 
class of 100 girls he had had in 
Sunday school. She had been kiss- 
ing Uncle George all her life, and 
when he was seventy years old 
and sick she came in and kissed 
him. This is the point I started to 
say, everybody loved him. 


I was at his house for dinner 
one day and an old fellow came 
by with a load of wood. Uncle 
George bought the wood from him, 
though he didn’t need it, and made 
the man get down off his wagon 
and tie his horses and come into 
that nice dining room with its 
beautiful silverware, and _ the 
gleaming white linen cloth. He 
brought that man in with his over- 
alls and sat him down at the table. 
Aunt Gertrude had everything as 
fine as could be. He would bring 
in any chicken peddler to eat din- 
ner with him. He didn’t just give 
them some food in the kitchen, but 
he would bring them in to the 
dining table with the family. Ev- 
erybody loved Uncle George. 

He said, ‘I wish I could do some- 
thing for the Lord.” 


And the preacher said, “You 
can. There is one thing you can 
do. You love people. You get out 
in the vestibule of this church and 
shake hands with everybody that 
comes in the door, and then shake 
hands with everybody that goes 
out.” 

And my Uncle George did. Later 
he was partially paralyzed and ev- 
erywhere he went they had to take 
him in a wheel chair. They would 
set that chair in the vestibule by 
the door, and it got to be a cus- 
tom that hardly anybody used the 
other doors at all. Everybody went 
in one door and they would file by 
and shake hands with Uncle 
George, and as they went out, they 
would file by and shake hands with 
Uncle George. 

Now I tell you God wants every 
Christian to have a job and fill 
that job happily, successfully, pros- 
perously. If you do not do it, you 
are a seat-warming Christian, a 


parasite, growing without any 
roots. 
A prosperous Christian, then, 


would have happiness in his heart, 
would get his prayers answered, 
would win some souls and would 
have a job to do for God. But 
how will he do it?. What are the 
absolute essentials of success in 
the Christian life? 


|. First Essential: A Working 


Knowledge of the Bible 


So I go to the first essential to 
gain success in the Christian life; 
that is, a working knowledge of 
the Bible. No Christian can be a 
good Christian without the Bible. 
This thing has been on my heart 
for some time, ever since I had my 
Sunday school class down at the 
park. You people have been 
stuffed and stuffed. It has been 
very muchi like the way they fat- 
ten ducks for Christmas in some 
‘places. They put a duck in a nar- 
row cage and feed him and feed 
him, and a few days before Christ- 
mas time they nail down between 
the duck’s web feet some broad- 
headed tacks and fasten the duck’s 
feet down to the floor on each side, 
and all he has to do is to stand 
there. They then feed him and he 
eats until he becomes fatter and 
fatter, and he doesn’t lose any of it 
by exercise. Then when it seems 
he cannot eat any more, they take 
a broom handle and put some food 
in his mouth and cram it down. 
And that is like some of you people 
are. You are nailed here and you 
sit around with indigestion. You 
don’t digest your food. All this 
hearing and no doing is not good 
for a Christian. 

A lot of you people have sat 
under my ministry, have been in 
my Sunday school class week in 
and week out, month in and month 
out for years, and you can’t quote 
ten verses in the Bible! You are 
nothing but common parasites. You 
don’t mean business for God. You 
are insincere. You haven’t taken 
it to heart. You have sat under 
the light and basked and turned 
it away like rain on a duck’s back. 
If you do not learn more about the 
Bible, God is going to cast you 
away. You won’t have your prayers 
answered. People will have no 
confidence in your religion. You 
will never get a soul saved. 

I know if you are right with God 
you can learn something about the 
Bible. If you don’t remember it as 
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You have said, “I can’t do it.’’ You 
can do other things that you want 
to do. And you can have a work- 
ing knowledge of the Bible if you 
try. The rnain reason is that you 
don’t even read it. And the reason 
you don’t read it is because you 
are not interested. 


Anybody can sit down and read 
four chapters a day in the Bible 
and read it through in a year’s 
time. That is mighty little, and no 
Christian ought to be willing for a 
year to go by without reading the 
Bible through at least once. You 
can read it through in about fif- 
teen to thirty ‘minutes a day. In 
the Psalnis you could read four 
chapters in ten minutes a day, 
sometimes. But with an average of 
not over thirty minutes a day you 
can read the Bible through in less 
than a year, by reading four chap- 
ters a day. Or by reading three 
chapters a day and five on Sunday 
you can read it through in a year. 
You read the newspapers more 
than that. You gab about your 
neighbors more than that. 


If you really read your Bible, 
and read it with an open heart, 
you would absorb some of it. Any 
Christian who reads the Bible and 
marks the verses that are a bless- 
ing to him, and then goes back 
where he marked them and reads 
them over again, will soon know 
them, and have them in his heart. 
Memorizing isn’t so hard. We say 
we know them by heart. The rea- 
son you don’t know the Scriptures 
by heart is because you haven’t 
taken them to heart. Anybody can 
learn some of the Bible if he works 
at it. I say, you can have a work- 
ing knowledge of the Word of God. 


You have to know some of the 
promises to have happiness. You 
cannot understand this world and 
its sorrows and the problems you 
meet, you can’t live on top of them 
unless you have a knowledge of 
the Word of God. I thank God for 
Romans 8:28. If there comes a 
time after I have sweated and 
worked and prayed and given until 
my family went without and used 
second hand furniture, and I see 
the fruit of my tears and prayers 
go up in flames like when our 
building burned, then I need 
Romans 8:28. And thank God, I 
have it and I know it, and 
I can quote it. And in the 
blackest night my heart ever 
saw, I know it still, and I have it 
in my heart, thank God. If I come 
to the time after I have toiled and 
toiled and prayed and sweated and 
seen no fruit of my labor, I can 
go back to Matthew 28:20 where 
the Lord Jesus said, “Lo, I am with 
you alway.” 


In Matthew, chapter 28, verses 
19 and 20, the Lord said: 


“Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: 

“Teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you; and, lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world.’’ 


You may feel your work is in 
vain. You may not see any out- 
ward manifestation, but you have 
Christ’s promise, He is with you! 
You are going to have to know the 
promises of the Bible to have hap- 
piness and contentment and a 
sense of victory. 


How blessed the Bible is, and 
how blessed it has been to me! 
Many is the time I have turned 
and said: 


“Hast thou not known? 
hast thou not heard, that the 
everlasting God, the Lord, the 
Creator of the ends of the 
earth, fainteth not, neither is 
weary ?”’ 

I get tired and worn out. This 
past week I have been driving to 
Kilgore, Texas, and preaching 
three times a day, at 10:00 o’clock 
in the morning, at 1:30 on the ra- 
dio, and then at night. I have been 
preaching three times a day, and 
last Wednesday I spoke four times. 
I drove back to Kilgore Thursday 
and drove back again here Friday 
night and got in bed at 1:30 Satur- 
day morning. I want to preach and 
thank God that I can. Yet my work 
is hard. But thank God I can say: 


“Hast thou not known? hast 
thou not heard, that -the ever- 
lasting God, the Lord, the 
Creator of the ends of the 
earth, fainteth not neither is 
weary? there is no searching 
of his understanding. 


“He giveth power to the 
faint; and to them that have 


no might he _  increaseth 
strength. 

-“Even the youths shall faint 
and be weary, and the young 
men shall utterly fall: 

‘But they that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles; they 
shall run, and not be weary; 
and they shall walk, and not 
faint” (Isaiah 40: 28-31 — 
Quoted from memory). 

And I can go on about my job. 
Today I have preached on the radio 
and taught my class and then 
preaching in this service now and 
tonight I can preach again. Then 
this afternoon I must get things 
ready for my paper. After speak- 
ing twice last Wednesday night, 
four times in the day and driving 
125 miles, I had to get copy ready 
for the paper and it was after mid- 
night when I got to bed. But God 
renews strength. I memorized the 
promise, I believe it, I claimed it 
and God renews my strength. 

Do you have the Bible marked 
at sweet promises and do you weep 
over them and thank God for 
them? You are not a successful 
Christian and you cannot be hap- 
py without a working knowledge 
of the Bible. 


I go to troubled homes many 
times. I go to people who have a 
boy in jail, I go into homes where 
somebody has had an automobile 
accident and a life has been 
snatched out, and I stand and look 
into an open casket upon the cold 
features that somebody loved. Ev- 
ery time I hear somebody say, 
“Why did this happen to me?” I 
know they need the Word of God. 
If they had the Word hidden away 
in their hearts they would know 


that God is good and that He 
means good by this. They could 
sing: 


“God’s way is the best way 
Though I may not see 
Why sorrows and trials 
Oft gather ’round me. 
He ever is seeking 
My gold to refine, 
I’ll trust in Him always, 
My Saviour divine.” 


If you know the Bible, the Word 
of God, and hide it in your heart, 
it will be a strength in the time 
of trouble. It will be a joy in the 
blackest night that ever comes. It 
will be the voice of God when no 
other voice could tell you which 
way to go. You need a working 
knowledge of the Bible. You will 
have to learn at least some of it. 
You will never be a successful Bi- 
ble Christian unless you memorize 
parts of the Bible. At least I would 
get enough to help in trouble. I 
would memorize a lot of it. I would 
hide it in my heart. 

Another thing about knowing the 
Bible is, you need a working 
knowledge of the Bible to whip sin. 
There isn’t any such thing as a 
Christian living a victorious life 
and winning out on the sin ques- 
tion (I am talking about saved 
people), except with the Word of 
God. David asked this question to 
the Lord, ‘“Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way ?”’ Then 
He answered, “By taking heed 
thereto according to thy word.” 
Then David wrote it down, “Thy 
word have I hid in mine heart, that 
I might not sin against- thee.’ 
There is no such thing as a Chris- 
tian living a life pleasing to God 


except he know enough of the | 


Bible to know what pleases God. 


There are some men in this 
church I have prayed for, and there 
are one or two I am getting es- 
pecially anxious about on the 
cigarette question. I know how you 
can get victory over cigarettes, 
but the reason you do not is that 
you do not take time to get the 
thing whipped on the Bible basis. 
I would say, “I will take thirty 
minutes every day of my life and 
find scriptures that fit my case,” 
Then I would pray and claim the 
Word of God for the grace I need- 
ed and for the help I needed and 
for comfort for my heart. I would 
claim the Scripture and go to God 
in prayer and tell Him so. I would 
go to God every day for grace to 
live that day without cigarettes. 
After a few days you would have 
the devil so scared and whipped 
you can leave them alone the rest 
of your life. You are not going to 
do it otherwise. The Bible has a 
remedy for sin. There is more than 
that, blessed be God. The Psalmist 
says, ‘““Wherewithal shall a young 
man cleanse his ways?” and then 
answers back, “By taking heed 
thereto according to thy Word.” 


Then he says, “Thy word have I 
hid in mine heart that I might not 
sin against thee.” 

If you don’t know what God’s 
Word says, you will not know 
whether you are sinning or not. 

When Jesus Himself wanted to 
whip the devil, He picked His an- 
swer out of the Word of God. Ev- 
ery time the devil would tempt 
Him, He would answer back, “It is 
written.”’ And you can whip the 
devil, too, if you know the Bible, 
the Word of God. 

More than that, a working 
knowledge of the Bible is impor- 
tant because it is God’s only way 
for you to serve Him. You can’t 
win souls without the Word of 
God. Somebody says, “I don’t know 
why I don’t win souls.” You can’t 
win souls without the Bible. The 
Scripture* says, “He that goeth 
forth and weepeth, bearing pre- 
cious seed, shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing bringing his 
sheaves with him” (Psa. 126:6). 
And the Bible says, “The seed is 
the word of God” (Luke 8:11). 
Preachers may depend on illustra- 
tions, but they won't do it. I think 
illustrations may be used by God 
to make clear a scripture, but just 
a tender story isn’t enough. He- 
brews 4:12 says, ‘“The word of God 
is quick and powerful, and is 
sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of 
the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart.” I saw it Fri- 
day night when I was at Kilgore. 
There was a great crowd. I 
preached to those oil workers from 
all over that country. When I 
preached on “The Great White 
Throne Judgment of the Unsaved 
Dead” and used scripture after 
scripture, I felt and I believed and 
I claimed and it happened — the 
Holy Spirit pressed it on the hearts 
and men were convicted. I came 
to one young man and asked him, 


“Are you a Christian ?’”’ 
And he said, ‘“‘No.”’ 


“You ought to be,” I said. 
“T know it.”’ 

“Don’t you want to be?”’ 
“Yes.” 


“Well, come on then.” 


And he came openly to trust 
Christ and claim Him. God an- 
swered prayer and used His word. 


You never will win souls unless 
you learn to use the Bible, the 
Word of God. You say that you do 
not know enough of the Bible. 
Well, you know John 3:16. Get a 
working knowledge of John 3:16 
and get the Spirit to help you use 
it. There is John 5:24, John 1:12, 
Romans 8:9, etc. A Christian is 
better off with just a little handful 
of scriptures that you know and 
can quote and really believe, than 
with a smattering of a good many. 
You can win souls. If you have a 
working knowledge, not a perfect 
knowledge, of the Bible, you can 
win souls, but you can’t do it with- 
out knowing and using some of the 
Bible. 


God intends every fellow, if he 
wants to make good for God, to 
give attention to it. 


A working knowledge of the Bi- 
ble is essential also for daily guid- 
ance. You need the Bible to guide 
you and settle your problems of 
daily living. 

Here is a girl that says, “Broth- 
er Rice, why is it not all right for 
me to wear slacks?” 


Deuteronomy 22:5 says: 


“The woman shall not wear 
that which pertaineth unto a 
man, neither shall a man put 
on a woman’s garment: for all 
that do so are abomination un- 
to the Lord thy God.” 


Now if you know that one verse 
of scripture, you will know that 
no woman has any business wear- 
ing slacks or shorts. (If she wears 
Shorts, she is short somewhere 
else!) Just one verse of scripture 
will settle that matter. If you 
don’t know the Bible, you may go 
— sin. You need guidance from 

od. 

You say, “I believe in asking the 
Holy Spirit to guide me.” Do you 
really think you can come to God 
and say, “I really don’t care about 
Your Word. I know You have writ- 
ten instructions there, but I want 
the Holy Spirit to show me what 
You want me to do.” Do you think 
the Holy Spirit will do it? Not 
usually. The Holy Spirit works 
with the Bible and in cooperation 
with the Bible. God’s Word has al- 
ready told you what you ought to 
do about many things, and you 
cannot be a successful, prosperous 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Essentials of a Successful Christian Life 
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Christian’ without a _ working 
knowledge of the Bible. 

That would mean memorizing 
some of it. That would mean medi- 
tating. on it day and night. I would 
set my life sails by the blow of the 

ds of the Bible. First of all, I 
would read it. I would read it 
every day. I would read it through 
at least once a year. That isn’t 
hard. You can do that by reading 
four chapters a day, or by reading 
three chapters on week days and 
five on Sunday. Then the second 
thing, I would memorize some 
parts of it. The Scripture said; 
“Thy word have I hid in mine 
heart that I might not sin against 
thee.” I would find some good 
promises and mark them and 
memorize them and say them to 
myself. Then after you memorize 
them, meditate on them. The Word 
of God is sweet. It is rich. You 
would rejoice in it. 

Out yonder is an old cow. She 
has better sense than a lot of 
Christians. You have teeth above 
and below too, and & cow doesn’t. 
A cow just has teeth on the lower 
jaw. A cow wraps her tongue 
around some grass, pulls it into 
her mouth, cuts forward with her 
teeth, chews it once and down it 
goes and she grabs another mouth- 
ful! After she is full she will lie 
down in the shade of a tree, and 
she says, “Let’s see what I have 
here,” and she will bring up a 
mouthful and chew and chew on 
it. That is her cud. She is lying 
down in the shade to enjoy it. 
You know, a cow has more 
stomachs than you have. A cow 
has four. So she brings her food 
back-and chews it and digests it 
and gets the good out of it. 

Now the word “meditate” in the 
original language is the same word 
for chewing the cud. God wants 
you to meditate in the Bible, chew 
the cud in the Bible. Read it then 
chew it good. Have as much sense 
as a cow! God wants you to medi- 
tate therein. I would form this 
habit. Then what I find in the Bi- 
ble I would believe it and what I 
believe, I would practice. God will 
bless it to your heart. 


ll. Second Essential To Successful 
Christian Life: Daily Prayer 


Now let’s see the next thing — 
daily meeting with God. You can- 
not be a prosperous Christian with- 
out daily meeting with God, par- 
ticularly for prayer. 

Pray for forgiveness. The Lord 
Jesus said: 

“For if ye forgive men their 
trespasses, your heavenly Fa- 
ther will also forgive you: 

“But if ye forgive not men 
their trespasses, neither will 
your Father forgive your tres- 
passes.” 

You are already saved, I know, 
but you need a daily cleansing, a 
daily confession of your sins, a 
daily wiping out and having re- 
newed confidence and fellowship 
with God. You need to pray for 
forgiveness. é 

Then you need to take your bur- 
dens to God, every day “casting 
all your care upon Him for He 
careth for you.” The Scripture 
says: 

“Be careful for nothing; but 
in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made 
known unto God” (Phil. 4:6). 

Do you know how not to have 
care? 

You say, “Brother Rice, I have 
some things that are heavy. I have 
some burdens on me.” 

I know it. There is no way for 


a Christian to go without burdens |, 


except to turn them over to the 
Lord. We ought to have burdens. 
The Bible says, “Every man shall 
bear his own burden,” and yet He 
says, “Be careful for nothing.” 
Every day take your burdens and 
cares and lay them all on Jesus 
Christ and trust Him and have a 
time of prayer. The best time is 
early in the morning. Every day 
meet God early in the morning 
and pray and get your burdens 
lifted, get your sins all out of the 
way by daily meeting with God. 


What else in this daily meeting 
with God? Ask God what to do 
today. You say, ‘“There are certain 
things I must do today. I must 
have God’s wisdom.” Well, ask for 
it for the Scripture says: 

“If any of you lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God, that giv- 
eth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be 


given him” (James 1:5). 

Every day go to God and talk 
with Him and say, “Lord, show me 
what to do today.” 

I knew one farmer in west Tex- 
as Who raised corn by prayer. No- 
body raised corn around there. The 
reason was just now and then, 
about one year out of three, there 
was enough rain for corn. The 
rest of the time they just wasted 
the seed and the use of the land 
and wasted all the time and effort, 
so they thought it was not worth 
it. Now and then they had a good 
crop once every four or five years. 
But this farmer, Mr. Wolf, planted 
corn. First he prayed, “Lord, shall 
I plant corn this year,” and if the 
Lord said “Yes,” he would go 
ahead and plant it and he would 
make a good crop. 

So as this man, we need wisdom 
from Heaven. I say pray every day 
for wisdom. Ask God to prosper 
you. No Christian is a successful 
Christian, a useful Christian who 
does not meet God every day and 
have this thing settled about his 
sins and burdens, problems and 
worries. So we ought to pray 
through to God every day. You 
will not prosper without it. 

What else? Another thing every 
one of us ought to do. 


lll. Third Essential: Definite Chris- 


tian Training and Preparation 


What is the secret of a really 
prosperous, successful Christian 
life ? 

The third secret is this, a defi- 
nite training for what you ought 
to do. Every Christian needs 
training. A good many scriptures 


say that. For instance, in the 
Great Commission the Lord says, 
“Go and make disciples’ — that 


is getting people saved, baptizing 
them — and then He said, “‘teach- 
ing them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded 
you” (Matt. 28:19, 20). Now no 
Christian will observe the Bible 
commands except he is taught to 
do so. People need teaching how 
to live right. Why, look at Luke 
the llth chapter. The disciples 
came to Jesus and one said, ‘‘Lord, 
teach us to pray as John taught 
his disciples.” John taught 
his disciples to pray. John had 
special classes in prayer life for 
his disciples and taught them how 
to pray. And Jesus taught His dis- 
ciples how to pray, and people need 
training even to know how to 
pray. They certainly need train- 
ing how to win souls, they need 
training about living a separated 
life, and no Christian will be a suc- 
cessful Christian who does not take 
some definite training. 

At Kilgore the other day a man 
of about sixty or sixty-five years 
old had just been saved. The 
preacher took me out to see him. 
The preacher asked him how he 
was feeling. He said he was feel- 
ing fine. “I tell you, I wonder why 
I ever put it off so long. It is won- 
derful to be saved, and I am saved, 
sure enough. A lot of people are 
just afraid somebody will laugh at 
them. If any of these rough necks 
laugh at me, I will just knock them 
end for end, and I will make 
Christians of them,’ he said. 

Now that new convert won't 
make Christians out of some fel- 
low like that. He is wrong about 
it. He knows how to handle rough- 
necks. He has been out in the oil 
fields all his days nearly, but he 
must be taught another way be- 
sides that to. make a Christian! 
You must train men if they are to 
win men. Just to whale away with 
your fist because somebody laughs 
at you doesn’t make him into a 

hristian. 


So no Christian is going to be a 
good Christian without some defi- 
nite training in Christian living. 
There are many scriptures that say 
so. Second Timothy 2:15 says: 

“Study to shew thyself ap- 
proved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth.” 

Most of you Christian workers 
are workers not approved of God. 
Most teachers do not appear un- 
ashamed rightly dividing the word 
of truth. 

You ought to take training to 
teach a class. Some of you ought 
to go to a Bible Institute and the 
rest of you ought to take some spe- 
cial training about your depart- 
ment in Sunday school, or how to 
have jail services. You need some 
special supervision to teach you 
how to have street meetings. You 
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need teaching as to how to win 
souls. Every Christian ought to 
work at it. 


One of the saddest things I know 
about this church — I write books 
and pamphlets that go all over 
America. Zondervan Publishing 
House printed one book of revival 
sermons for me, and Fundamental 
Truth Publishers printed ‘Jewish 
Persecution.” And here people in 
my church, who have been here 
six or seven years, who have never 
read them. Up in the North and 
East and West, the book stores all 
over the nation sell my books, and 
some of you people don’t read 
them. Not just my books, but I 
can’t get you to pay twenty cents 
for “How to Pray,” by Torrey, or 
a book of sermons by Moody, or 
“Bible Questions Answered,” by 
Gray, or books on the second com- 
ing by somebody else. Do you know 
why? You are dead upstairs. You 
are petrified. And you Christians 
will not be any good if you are 
the kind of Christians that won’t 
read Christian literature, that 
won’t take a study course. You 
come and sit here, year in and year 
out, and hear a fellow preach, It 
goes in one ear and out the other. 
You come to Sunday school with- 
out studying your lesson. You don’t 
read gospel literature. You won’t 
read revival sermons and Bible 
studies. You do not take your Bi- 
bles and check up on what I preach 
this morning. When I offer my pa- 
per and send it cheaper than I do 
to other people, a lot of you are 
not even good enough Christians 
that you want Christian literature 
of any kind. You are not studying 
to be good workmen and you are 
not good workmen. Nobody will be 
any account for God unless he 
works at it, takes some definite 
course of training, maybe private 
help, any help anywhere you can 
get it, maybe just diligent, prayer- 
ful, studious reading. Maybe you 
should take a teachers’ study 
course, or correspondence courses 
from Moody Bible Institute, may- 
be you ought to go off for two or 
three years for definite training 
in Moody. But according to the Bi- 
ble, nobody is going to be able to 
observe all Jesus commanded un- 
less somebody teaches them. 


Here in the eighth chapter of 
Acts the Ethiopian eunuch was rid- 
ing in the chariot. Probably one 
servant was holding an umbrella 
over him, another may have been 
driving. He was robed in rich gar- 
ments. He was the treasurer of the 
nation, a man of great authority. 
He rides down through the desert. 
A poor preacher comes along 
named Philip (just a deacon), but 
he had really been having a big 
meeting in Samaria. He comes 
along and says, “What are you 
reading ?’’ and the eunuch told him 
he was reading Isaiah but that he 
didn’t understand it. He was read- 
ing in the 53rd chapter of Isaiah 
where the Scripture said, “He was 
led as a sheep to the slaughter; 
and like a lamb dumb before his 
shearer, so opened he not his 
mouth,” etc. Philip said, “Under- 
standest thou what thou readest ?”’ 
The. eunuch didn’t say, “Nut, I 
wouldn’t be reading it if I didn’t,” 
but he said, ‘How can I, except 
some man should guide me?” 
Then Philip said, “I will teach you,” 
and he got up there beside the 
eunuch in the chariot and taught 
him. New born Christians ought 
to expect to get some training and 
teaching. 

And that is the reason some of 
you are not successful Christians. 
You won’t read good books. You 
won’t take study courses. The fact 
of the business is, what I am 
preaching this morning are the 


‘very fundamentals of Christian 


living, and you haven’t taken any 
notes on this sermon today. You 
haven’t marked any scriptures. 
You haven’t memorized any scrip- 
tures. You haven’t put down any 
references. It will be out of your 
head before you get out of the 
door this morning. But I want to 
tell you, no Christian will ever be 
a successful Christian who does not 
say, “God helping me, I am going 
to take what training I need to be 
something for God.” 


That is the reason some of you 
teachers are no good. You can’t 
be a teacher approved of God with- 
out work, preparation, training. 
You don’t want to do any studying. 
You don’t want to take any time. 
You can’t be a superintendent of a 
department because you don’t want 
it to cost you anything. It takes 
work to be any account for God. 
Mr. Hoover, it takes work to be 
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Readers’ Comments 


“I was glad the other day when 
I visited a friend of mine. She 
said she was sitting looking out 
the window watching the mail man 
eoming up the street reading her 
little paper, The Sword of the Lord. 
How glad I was to think that even 
mail men could get it to read while 
they were delivering them ... The 
mail man must have enjoyed read- 
ing it, as he kept on reading it 
until he had to leave it in the mail 
box.”’ 
B. L. B., St. Paul, Minn. 


“Dear Brother: You don’t know 
how much joy and satisfaction I 
get out of reading your paper... 
I am sending my last dollar and 
hoping to meet you and your fam- 
ily in a better world some day.” 

Mrs, J. A. A., Granbury, Tex. 


“The Sword of the Lord is a 
wonderful paper. I get so much 
out of it. Being a lay preacher, I 
use much of your messages, and 
thank the Lord for you.” 

J. W. H., San Antonio, Tex. 


“We just get so great joy for our 
souls reading The Sword of the 
Lord. We feel that we couldn’t do 
without it. We always look for- 
ward from one Monday till the 
next for a real sermon, and we get 
it. I surely liked the one on ‘Flow- 
ers, Birds, and Oxen.’ ” 

Mrs. D. 8S. B., Tolleson, Ariz. 


“For many weeks I have wanted 
to write and tell you how much 
your paper The Sword of the Lord 
has meant to me and my family. 
I covet the days when the next 
paper is due and wait for the mail 
man the morning I know it: will 
arrive. I read every word of it, 


Lord Blessing 
Sam Morris’ Work 
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We are hoping and praying 

that he will do it.” 

Brother Morris has consented to 
provide us with a series of articles 
for The Sword of the Lord to be 
printed regularly through the win- 
ter months. Get your friends and 
neighbors to subscribe for The 
Sword of the Lord, or you sub- 
scribe for them, and send in your 
own renewal so you will be sure 
to get this series of articles by 
this great man of God. Brother 
Morris is associate editor of The 
National Voice, America’s oldest 
prohibition newspaper, and is con- 
tributing editor to a number of 
other papers. We know our readers 
will be happy to have his articles 
in this paper. 


including all the advertisements, 
then I pass it on to other Chris- 
tians and {nally on to my unsaved 
loved ones .. .” 

Mrs. C. F. H,, 

Lac Du Flambeau, Wisc. 


“The Sword of the Lord comes 
to our home each week and it cer- 
tainly is a great blessing to us. 
We can hardly wait for each copy 
and when we get it, we read every 
paragraph in it.” 


“Not only I, but my dear mother 
has missed receiving your wonder- 
ful paper. My mother says that 
she reads every word of The Sword 
of the Lord from cover to cover. 
I know that she has been richly 
blessed and so have I also.” 

Rev. J. O. T., 
Spokane, Wash. 
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Strange Experiences of the Doctor 


By Walter Lewis Wilson, M.D. 


Seventeen remarkable stories of how Dr. Wilson won people 
to Christ. Some of the seventeen chapters are: 


The Lawyer and His Judge 

“I Went Half-Way With God” 

Mrs. Fox Did Not Like It 

“I Must Complain to the Lord Jesus” 

“Will I See My Little Girl Again ?’’ 

This Clerk Took Inventory 

There Are Two Kinds of Waitresses 

Mae Found Christ in the Cherry Tree, etc. 

The simple way they are told, the way the plan of salvation 

stands out simply, the lessons for soul winners and the moving 
of the Holy Spirit through an earnest soul winner, will bless 


your heart. 


All who heard Dr. Walter Lewis Wilson will want this book 
Sinners will be saved by these 
messages and Christians will learn how to win souls. | 


of true soul winning stories. 


The book is cloth bound, 126 pages. Because it is printed in 
England we can sell this splendid cloth bound book, 


eats TRE 50c 


Why not order several for young Christian friends at this low 


postpaid, for only........ Satatenesbbeeue 


price? Order from — 


THE SWORD BOOK ROOM 


207 SOUTH BECKLEY 


DALLAS, TEXAS 


eR SEE EE 


207 S. Beckley 
Dallas, Texas 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I love my neighbor. 


“MY NEIGHBOR AND I” 


SUBSCRIPTION BLANK 


TWO SUBSCRIPTIONS TO "THE SWORD OF THE LORD,” 
TEN MONTHS EACH, ONLY $1.00 


Here is $1.00 for two subscrip- 
tions, ten months each. Please send to the following: 
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PAGE THREE 


NOTICE! 


ices. Full 


clear tone. 


to school. 


dress. 


MUST SELL Public Address 
System. Splendid for advertis- 
ing revivals and for street serv- 
y equipped, operates 
off of 6-volt car battery. Plenty 
of volume and an unusually 
Comparable with 
machines retailing at $225. If 
sold at once may be had for $75 
cash. Owner needs money to go 
See it at 207 South 
Beckley or address inquiries to 
Rev. Joe B. Rice at above ad- 


Master Printer 


DENTON, TEXAS 


We Print Newspapers, 
Books, and Pamphlets — 
Ship Anywhere in U. S. 


Spring Suits 


$16.50 to $34.50 


PAN/TS 
$2.50 to/ $4.50 


— Easy ms — 
TAILOR MADE 
READY MADE 


BELL 


Clothing Co. 


The Young Men’s Store 
— AIR CONDITIONED — 


1617 MAIN STREET 
7-2763 DALLAS 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 


a brick mason, doesn’t it? It will 
wear your fingers off and without 
training will let you make a fool 
out of yourself because you make 
the joints come over each other 
instead of lapping them and then 
training and long practice is neces- 
Sary to get a wall straight, plumb, 
level and strong. It takes training 
to make a brick layer. But you 
think that’s all right, but you can 
be a good Christian without any 
work and training! No, you can’t! 


To be a school teacher after one 
has finished high school, he goes 
off to college and takes special 
training. But you think in God’s 
work it doesn’t matter. You can 
teach God’s word without study 
of maps, or reading books, or 
learning or study anyway. You 
think so? It isn’t so! I tell you, if 
you want to serve God you have 
got to work at it and get ready 
for it. 

It is the same thing with per- 
sonal soul winning, giving out 
tracts, preaching in the jail, etc. 
Anything in the world worth doing 
is worth learning how to do well. 
Unless you work at it you will 
never learn to do it acceptably to 
God. Sure. 


I tell you, there has been too 
much of this same thing all over 
the country. You think if you be- 
lieve the Bible it is all right to be 
ignorant. But that isn’t so. I tell 
you in this church we ought to 
settle some things this morning. 
We don’t have a lawyer in this 
church (some lawyers need to be 
in church). We do not have a doc- 
tor in this church. We don’t have 
a dentist in this church. This 
church is only seven years old, and 
we have only had one public school 
teacher in this church, who came 
here this summer and put her 
membership in the church but has 
gone back to her school. 


This church started out with peo- 
ple that didn’t have training. 
There were no musicians practical- 
ly. My wife played the piano. 
When we started out we had no 
trained song leader. We didn’t 
have anybody in this church who 
knew how to run a department in 
the Sunday school. We didn’t have 
trained teachers. We started out 
with untrained singers and un- 
trained soul winners and untrained 
musicians, and so on. About music 
— why don’t a bunch of you say, 
“I have a boy or a girl. I am go- 
ing to start them taking music 
lessons. My girl would be fine for 
a real pianist.” Why doesn’t some- 
body say, “I will wade in now.” Mrs. 
Mayo, what about you? I would 
learn to play the piano. In all 
these departments we have need 
for more pianists. I would say, 
“T will get ready to play the piano. 

I wonder how many of you will 


say,. “Yes, I want to learn to do 


WHAT IS WRONG 


WITH THE 


In ten chapters, startling, accurate, relentless, Dr. Rice proves 
point after point by scientific surveys of actual results of the 
movies, driving 


The book is scholarly, moderate in speech, Christian in tone, 
but aboslutely convincing. It is the first book of its kind ever 
published, dealing adequately with the moving picture menace 
from the Christian viewpoint and yet it does not rant nor fume. 
Pastors, teachers, parents and young people by all means should 


read this book. 


Two-tone paper cover, beautifully printed by Zondervan Pub- 


home the application with terse expositions of 
Scripture. He shows that the movies are made 
by immoral people, that the motives back of 
their production are unchristian and wrong, that 
the contents of the moving pictures are prin- 
cipally a cheap brand of lustful “love” and 
crime and war! 
four years of scientific research by professors 
in the leading universities of America who tab- 
ulated the results of movies on health and 
morals in multiplied thousands of cases. 


into drink, lewdness and open immorality, is 
proven with scientific exactness that cannot he 
questioned by open minded people. 


lishing House. Price 35c each. 


— ORDER FROM — 


THE SWORD BOOK ROOM 
207 S. BECKLEY 
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MOVIES? 


He uses material collected in 


How 


DALLAS, TEXAS 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Essentials of a Successful Christian Life 


something good for God?” You 
can’t do it without learning. I 
wonder how many will say, “God 
helping me, I am going to try to 
take lessons or whatever is neces- 
sary to play some instrument for 
God?” How many will say, “I am 
going to start that. I will try to 
get myself to be some good in 
music .for God”? Here is one. God 
bless you, son. That is right. God 
bless you, June. You can do it. 
You ought to do that. I tell you 
right now, I love my crowd. You 
know I do, don’t you? In lots of 
ways you are the best church I 
ever saw. I tell you now, I don’t 
believe it pleases God to have a 
church full of numbskulls, nobody 
who knows how to do anything. 
It takes working at it to learn how. 
My children have a natural gift 
for music. They sung by the time 
they could talk but I still have to 
send them to take voice lessons 
from some one that can teach 
them. Joanna goes to the piano 
and she can pick out with one 
finger a tune on the piano but that 
is not playing good enough for 
God. It takes training for it. In 
order to have a fine orchestra or 
a great choir, you have got to 
train for it. I mean some of you 
ought to go to Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, getting ready, taking every 
teacher training course. But God 
wants a sharper ax. If you have 
a good ax, let God sharpen it. 
Well, all right, definite training. 
You can’t be a successful Christian 


have God to do it. Do you see that? 
I tell you now. one man, poor, 


weak and puny, can’t go out here 
and take a soul away from Satan. 
He can’t do it, and all of us to- 
gether can’t do it. We must have 
the power of God upon us. It takes 
a miracle. There isn’t any guch 
thing as living a prosperous, suc- 
cessful Christian life without an 
anointing from God, without day 
by day having the Spirit of God 
to breathe upon you and give you 
joy, power, wisdom and give you 
the witness you ought to have. You 
know that. We need to come back 
to the thing we had in the early 
days of this church when we prayed 
and said, “Oh, God, fill me with 
the Holy Spirit, fill me with the 
Holy Spirit.” We need to pray 
that again. Suppose we sing it. 


Come, Holy Spirit, fill me, 
I need Thee, I seek Thee. 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill me, 
Lord, fill me with the Holy 
Ghost. 


Oh, the power of God! That is 
what it takes whether you teach 
a Sunday school class or whether 
you are superintendent of a depart- 
ment. Some of you teachers can’t 
find boys and girls for your classes, 
you say. No, you can’t. But the 
Spirit of God could find some. If 
you had Him, He could. You su- 
perintendents say, “I don’t know 
what to do about teachers when 
they don’t do the work.” You can’t 
do it, but the Spirit of God can. 
That is what all of us lack. That 
is the one main thing. 


without learning how. You can’t 
be a good teacher without work- 
ing at it. You have to learn how 
to teach attractively to young peo- 
ple, you must learn how to build 
up the attendance of a Sunday 
school class, to be a real Christian. 


IV. Fourth Essential: Filled With 
The Holy Spirit 

If you are going to be a real 
Christian and do anything for God 
you must have a special anointing 
of the Holy Spirit of God. You 
must have. 1 would like to take 
time to talk about some other 
things, too, but I can’t. For in- 
stance, if you can not control the 
lust for money, if you can’t learn 
to tithe and give offerings, you will 
never be a success. You must make 
a complete surrender of self. If 
you say, “My life is yours, God, 
you can have it — my life, my in- 
fluence and my talents,” that will 
include tithing and giving up any- 
thing that displeases God. I wish 
I could take time for: that, but I 
can’t take much time for it now. 
A daily self surrender and cruci- 
fixion of self involves giving up 
money, giving tithes and offerings 
that belong to God, and then what 
you have left all belongs to God, 
too. And what you spend for your- 
self, spend as He directs. Maybe 
sometimes you ought to keep the 
tithe and give God the nine-tenths. 
In any case, put God first and cru- 
cify self and be separate from 
the world. You can’t be a success- 
ful Christian without it. 


The last point: You must be es- 
pecially anointed or you can’t have 
power and blessing on your Chris- 
tian life. You need the Holy Spirit 
of God. Let me tell you, my 
friends, the Pentecostalists are 
wrong about a lot of things, but 
they are dead right that a Chris- 
tian can have a special endument 
and power of the Holy Spirit. They 
are wrong about tongues and they 
are wrong about a lot of the rolling 
and hollering and they are wrong 
about claiming sinless perfection, 
but they are right when they say 
that a Christian can have and 
ought to have a definite empower- 
re by the Spirit of God. And I 
tell you now, teachers, superin- 
tendents — I have had it on my 
heart about you Sunday school 
teachers — if your teaching is any 
good, you must have God breathe 
on you. You can’t do it otherwise. 
Five loaves and two fishes won't 
feed five thousand people, and have 


The Spirit of God can do what 
we can’t do. If we have Him, if 
we are anointed with Him, we can 
have our problems settled. The 
Spirit of God can rake up some 
more boys, can’t He? We can’t, 
but the Spirit of God can. We had 
just as well quit trying to serve 
_God in our own poor human ways. 
We had just as well quit trying to 
serve God in our own power and 
wisdom. All our influence together 
is not enough to get one sinner 
saved without the Spirit of God. 
Only God can touch his heart and 
save him. 

All of us can’t get a single 
prayer answered, all of us here 
can’t take the Word of God and 


| put it into one heart, for the hu- 


man heart is at enmity against 
the Bible and only the Spirit of 
God can break that down and plant 
the roots there. If we don’t have 
an anointing, an endument, a fill- 
ing of the Spirit of God, then all 
is vain. Our fathers used to sing 


LAMAR & SMITH 


eer 


Friday, September 1, 1939 


it in country churches long ago and 
I think it is true: 


‘Brethren, we have met to wor- 


ship 
And adore the Lord our God. 
Will you pray with all your 


power 
While we try to preach the 
Word? 


“All is vain unless the Spirit 
Of the Holy One come down, 
Brethren, pray and Holy Manna 
Will be showered all around.” 


Oh, that is what we need! 


Religious Books Wanted 
Used books on religion bought, 
sold, exchanged. Send descrip- 
tion of what you have. 

JOSEPH WIEDMAN 
1616 Redfield Street 
La Crosse, Wisc. 
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CLEANI & P NG 
$122 W. Jefferson 9-8760 
i; 

RELIGIOUS 

Wanted  “‘sooxs 


Send description for offer 


Lutheran Lending Library 
LaCrosse, Wisconsin 


| Dr. J. L. St. Clair 
GLASSES 
ON CREDIT 
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Weekly | 


7 Are you subject to headaches, 
nervousness? Most of these dis- 
orders may be traced to the 
‘yes. Have your eyes examined. | 


‘Dr. J. L. St. Clair§ 


| OPTOMETRIST 
| 1602 Commerce 


2-1655 
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Goforth of China 


a 


BY ROSALIND GOFORTH 


Early Leadings; 
First”; The Vision Glorious; 


twelve baskets left over. They 
just won’t do it. Did you know) 
that? Listen to me, you take just 
a walking stick and hold it out 
and try to divide the Red Sea and 
it won’t do it. A walking stick 
won't divide the Red Sea. Did you | 
know that. And another time seven . 
loaves and a few fishes are not 
enough to feed four thousand peo- 
ple. They just won’t do it. And 
one man with the jaw bone of a. 
donkey can’t go out and kill a 
thousand armed men. He just can’t | 
do it, if you don’t put a miracle in | 
it and have God’s power in it and | 


Forward on Your Knees’: 
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207 SOUTH BECKLEY 


re 


A Thrilling Biography With An Introduction By 
Dr. Charles G. Trumbull, Editor, ‘The Sunday School Times" 


“Dr. Goforth was one of the most radiant, dynamic per- 
sonalities that ever enriched my life. God’s missionary pro- 
gram of. the past half-century would not have been complete 
without him; and the literature of missionary biography 
sadly lacking without this story of his life and work. 

“He towers as a spiritual giant among God’s missionary 
heroes of this generation. First, last and always, Dr. Go- 
forth was an evangelist — a soul winner. God used him in 
mighty revivals.” — From Dr. Trumbull’s Introduction. 


— CHAPTER TITLES — 

Beginning at Jerusalem; 
“Within the Promised Land’; 
Changte at Last; “‘All Things to All Men”; The Escape; In 
God’s Crucible; Following the Gleam; Gleams of Revival; 
When Revival Blessing Came to Changte; Testings; Saved 


From Himself; Harvestings on Famine Fields; “In Journey- 
ings Oft’’; Manchuria; Results of Aggressive Evangelism, etc. 


Ilustrated, 364 pages, cloth bound. PRICE..... .$2.00 


THE SWORD BOOK ROOM 
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